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Message from the Mayor

I have an overall feeling of optimism for our town. | have to thank my fellow
town councillors, who give their time and efforts, unpaid, to encourage the
town to look ahead and to achieve a better future.

And also a huge ‘thank you’ to our excellent town council officers, our
warden, groundsmen and cleaners for their hard work. This small team of
staff help to keep us on the straight and narrow, providing professional
guidance and a host of visible and behind-the-scenes services to the council
and to the whole town.

We have increased our ground staff by two this year. This has already resulted
in the improvement in our environment and the management of the town’s
spaces and streets. Welcome Mark and Dan who alongside lan and Craig have
created a great team. The Town Council has made improvements to three roundabouts in the town — working
in partnership with Trevena Cross Nurseries and other sponsors. Our maintenance of St Michaels Church
Yard has progressed well with the aid of a volunteer group organised by Councillor Potter. Cornwall Council
is pleased with the condition of the area and has extended the Service Level Agreement for another year.

With a fantastic array of volunteer groups and supporters putting |*
their hearts behind some great projects to make the town look
and feel good, | am really looking forward to the next 12 months
and beyond.

We should recognise Helston in Bloom who have made and
tended new flower beds, boxes and hanging baskets. And what a
difference they make! They have shown what can be done if you
just get on with it!

There are people all over the town who volunteer to ferry the elderly and disabled people to lunch clubs and
afternoon sessions, events which combat loneliness and help create a busy social life for many who are not as
independent as they used to be. We have a growing older population. So these are becoming more and more
crucial to our community. Then there are the social clubs themselves, all run by warm-hearted volunteers.

I must take the opportunity now to thank the South Kerrier Alliance for their excellent work in restoring the
Coronation Lake and Park. In particular I’d like to thank David Turnbull whose energy and commitment has
resulted in a project that is now on view for all to see. | must encourage you all to use and support this
excellent facility and to please look after this wonderful resource. It has no doubt restored a huge amount of
pride and community spirit.

The formation of a brand new Helston CIC, a Community Interest Company, is very encouraging. It is led by
good, enthusiastic community-minded people hoping to involve the different areas of our community in the
future development of our town. There are projects now being considered and encouragement and support is
sought from Cornwall Council and National Government. The most visible one at the moment is the new
magazine ‘Discover Helston’. This is the first annual production which has been very well received.

The recently formed Helston Climate Action Group is actively engaging with the Town
Council to encourage a Carbon Neutral Future for Helston and the surrounding Area.
As a separate but related initiative the Town Council is committed to Plastic Free
HELSTAN | Helston and has led the formation of a steering group which is now meeting to
determine the plan of action. Information is available on the Town Council’s website
and we encourage everyone to support this initiative.




Of course our town is most famous for another event: Flora Day. The
committee who organise this ancient event, The Flora Day
Association, take on a very large responsibility: everything from the
dances to the bunting going up in the streets. This magnificent event
and others makes Helston a very special and unique place.

The coming year will see more major public events. Keep your eyes
open for the publicity and please support them as much as you
possibly can. Our sports clubs continue to succeed and encourage and
develop the younger members of our community. Not forgetting our
excellent scout, guides and cadet groups. | also need to thank all the
church groups who do sterling work for our community.

Earlier this summer we launched the new Monument Markets, which
have been initially monthly but may be held more often if proved to be
popular. Please support this. Let’s try and revive our historical status
as a famous market town.

Our new Helston Community College building nears
completion giving our students and staff long awaited
modern facilities in which to study. Again after years of
campaigning this is now a reality with students hoping to
move in in September. Congratulations to all the staff and
students.

The Helston Business Park is at last open for business, with
additional units now being constructed attracting business
and new jobs for Helston. We as councillors have worked
hard to encourage this, and the town is now reaping the
rewards of a hard campaign.

The Town Library in Trengrouse Car Park now houses not only the library but Cornwall Council’s One-Stop
Shop and the Job centre. It is becoming one of the most important centres for our community. Pooling these
resources is not only saving money but is allowing a much valued resource to stay open longer. Again | must
encourage everyone to use these facilities.

The new housing developments around Helston will not be to everyone’s taste: displeasing to those who
value our green-field environment; and welcome to those without homes and those who see enhanced
prosperity in an enlarged town.

Like them or not, the developments are the result of directives from central government: places throughout
England have been given quotas of new-build housing,
much needed in a country where population growth has
exceeded housing growth for generations.

You can see that 25 of the proposed 450 homes have
been built on the new development on the left as you
leave the town on the Falmouth Road. I’d like to think
that eventually these new residential areas will make
Helston more attractive to businesses and it will
encourage growth and improvement to the town and its
services.




It is stated that if every resident were to purchase something in the town worth 10 pounds every week it
would generate up to 3 million pounds to our economy each year and contribute to securing the future of the
town centre.

RNAS Culdrose Freedom Parade is on July 10th, when I look forward to seeing many of you enjoying bright
summer sunshine to celebrate our links with that important
and valued naval base. I would like to thank Captain
Rimington  for  their  continuing  support and
encouragement.

There is growing popularity for our unique Hellys
International Guitar Festival, which is to be held in late
August this year in the Old Cattle Market. This event is
held in very high regard in national musical circles.
Tickets are now available for this festival. There is a
wonderful list of international renowned artists this year. |
wish the festival every success in its third year.

And of course the Harvest Festival Weekend in September is something to look forward to. The ‘Helston
Makes It” event will follow soon after, based mainly at the museum.

Excited by this spirit of summer, and a collective pride in our wonderful celebration on Flora Day, which is
recognised world-wide as a unique and important cultural event, we have a huge amount of work to do to
secure the future of this lovely town.

| believe that everything is achievable, but it takes the effort of everyone in the town to make things happen.
We cannot purely rely on a few dedicated people. It is crucial that the whole town get involved.

I am extremely proud to be mayor of this ancient and important town of Helston for a second year. Let’s give
a warm welcome to our visitors this summer and let’s look forward to a positive year ahead.

Councillor J Martin
Town Mayor
May 2018 - May 2020




The Council

Helston Town Council was formed in 1974 and consists of 12 elected
Councillors (5 Councillors represent the North Ward, 5 Councillors
represent the South Ward and 2 Councillors represent the West Ward).

A list of current Councillors can be found on page 14. Elections are
held every four years with the next in May 2021.

In February 2017 the Town Council was awarded Quality Gold status
in the Local Council Award Scheme by the National Association of
Local Councils. To date, Helston is the only council in Cornwall to
receive this accolade and one of just 43 nationally. NALC states that
Quality Gold ‘demonstrates that a council is at the forefront of best
practice and achieves excellence in governance, community leadership

and council development’.

Meetings of the Full Council are held at the Guildhall, Helston on the third Thursday of every month (no
meeting in August). In addition to the Full Council meetings, the Council has three committees to facilitate

the effective management of its business:
Amenities
Planning
Policy, Finance & Resources

There is public participation at the monthly Full Council | & "iior ouncounct
meeting to enable members of the public to make comments ' =R
or to raise local issues. There is also public participation
during committee meetings during which comments can be

made regarding items on the agenda.

Meetings for the 2019/20 civic year can be found on the
Council’s website www.helston-tc.gov.uk.
Minutes are also published on the website.

Helston Town
Council

A Calendar of

Agendas and

Items of news and forthcoming events are regularly posted onto
the Town Council’s Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/helstontc/ and Twitter.

Councillors do not receive payment or any allowance for
attending meetings or for carrying out Council business. A
record of meetings attended during 2018/19 is included in this
report on page 11.

During Full Council meetings there is an agenda item for the
Cornwall Council Divisional Members to give reports.


https://www.facebook.com/helstontc/

Mr Chris Dawson
Miss Pamela Lavelle
Mrs Jacqui Heath
Mrs Katie Best

Mr Martin Searle
Mr Craig Bowcultt
Mr lan Moore

Mr Daniel Pierce

Mr Mark Jones

Mrs Samantha Goss
Miss Amanda Holdgate

The Council employs six full-time and five part-time staff based at The Guildhall:

Town Clerk

Deputy Town Clerk

Mayor’s Secretary and Administrative Assistant (Part-time)
Administrative Assistant (Part-time)

Projects Officer (Part-time)

Town Warden

General/Grounds Maintenance Supervisor
General/Grounds Maintenance Operative

General/Grounds Maintenance Operative

Senior Caretaker (Part-time)

Assistant Caretaker (Part-time)




Amenities Committee

The Committee was Chaired by Cllr Mrs Boase and met on six occasions during the 2018/19 civic year. The
Committee is responsible for the Council’s property such as the Guildhall, play parks and Public
Conveniences as well as bus shelters, public seats and litter bins. It is also the Committee that manages town
events.

I would like to thank the Members for electing me as Chair for the past year.

We have achieved some good results this year. St Michaels churchyard has had a
makeover, with volunteers doing the majority of the work - paths have been cleared of
the encroaching weeds & grass and weeds have been removed from the shrubs which
have also been pruned. Thanks go to ClIr Potter for taking the lead on this project. All
this has been achieved under the watchful eye of lan Moore our Grounds/General
maintenance Supervisor. Mr Moore keeps the weeds at bay in other areas of town and
waters the flower beds. He also had a hand in re-planting the second roundabout which
is flourishing despite being vandalised early on. lan has been joined this April by two
further Grounds/Maintenance Operatives. Our new team is currently working on our
third roundabout on the Redruth Road which has been sponsored by PFS (Helston) Ltd and a donation was
also received from Helston & District Rotary. We have had a new bench made and installed below the
church steps as the previous one was rotten. The Keep Helston Tidy Working Party was re-instated during
the year to work closely with the Helston in Bloom group.

I would like to thank Chris our Town Clerk for his perseverance with Cornwall Council in achieving the
transference of the Monument Walk area to the Town Council. The area including the bowling green and
Grylls Monument are now in the Town Council’s ownership. The Council has already made good use of this
public space by arranging a small market for the second Thursday of every month.

These are just some of the things that the Amenities Committee has been involved in this year.

Finally I would like to thank Members and the all our staff for their sterling support and work throughout the
year.

Thank You

ClIr Nicola Boase — Chair

Planning Committee

The Planning Committee, consisting of seven Members meets on the first and third Thursday of every month
and has delegated authority to consider all planning applications and to make recommendations to Cornwall
Council — the Planning Authority. All Applications are categorised into those that are non-contentious
(Category I) and those that require more in-depth consideration (Category Il). Each Category Il application is
allocated to a Committee member who visits the site and contacts neighbours to establish a balanced view
and to make a presentation and recommendation at the Planning Committee meeting. If a near neighbour of
the application site cannot be contacted a letter is left giving the application details and how to contact the
Committee member. The public are welcome to attend the meeting and again have the opportunity to express
their opinions to the Members.

From June 2018 to May 2019, 40 Category | planning applications were considered and 36 Category II.



The Planning Committee of Helston Town Council has had a wide variety of
applications to consider and to make recommendations this year from somewhat
contentious ones including removal of garages for additional housing and change of
use for a retail unit through to more non-contentions applications such as a small
single storey extension. Helston Business Park has continued to grow over the last year
with the latest application recommended by the committee in April. As a committee we
continue to ensure that the town’s Conservation Area is recognised and that the
heritage of the town is protected for both the present and future. Several members of the
committee have completed additional training and development for their role this year
which, with the addition of one committee member also being a Cornwall Councillor on
the West Sub-Area Planning Committee, has continued to further develop the expertise and experience of our
Town committee.

Cllr Miles Kenchington — Chair

Policy, Finance & Resources Committee

The Policy, Finance and Resources Committee, consisting of eight Members, Chaired by Councillor Grattan-
Kane, met on seven occasions during the year with meetings held on the second Tuesday of the month.

The Committee’s functions include reviewing existing Council policies and risk assessments and the
consideration of new policies. With regards to finance, the Committee regularly monitors the budget and
considers reports of the independent internal auditor and the external auditor. Two members of the
Committee regularly conduct audits of internal controls.

The Committee agrees a draft forward budget and determines the Precept for recommendation to Full
Council each year.

Over the past year the Council has continued to maintain its effective system of
internal and external audit. This ensures Council remains financially sound and works
in accordance with recognised best practice. This year saw the Council increase the
precept by 27.5% the first substantial increase for some time. However, this equates to
an average of £133.18 p.a. for a band D council tax payer. This rise was in order to
finance the increase in the grounds and maintenance staff as Helston Town Council
took on work that had been devolved from Cornwall Council and previously
contracted out. The increased charge still means that Helston remains 19" out of the
23 town councils in Cornwall and remains below the average charge for such bodies.

The Policy, Finance and Resources Committee will continue to ensure that the
Council’s activities are undertaken in an efficient, effective and economic manner.

CllIr Tim Grattan-Kane — Chair



Committee membership (2018/19)

Amenities Committee

Cllr R Williams

Cllr Mrs F N E Boase — Chair
Cllr M H Thomas

Cllr Mrs G A Geer

Cllr D J Potter

Cllr Rev. D P Reed — Vice Chair
Cllr R F Edgcumbe

Planning Committee Policy, Finance & Resources Committee
Cllr RJ L Boase — Vice Chair Cllr RJ L Boase

Cllr M H Thomas (to Nov 2018) Cllr Mrs F N E Boase — Vice Chair

Cllr J Martin Cllr M H Thomas

Cllr Mrs G A Geer Cllr J Martin

Cllr Mrs N Roberts Cllr Mrs N Roberts

Cllr Rev. D P Reed Cllr Mrs G A Geer

Cllr M J Kenchington — Chair Cllr T E Grattan-Kane — Chair

Cllr R F Edgcumbe (from March 2019) Cllr R F Edgcumbe

Current Town Council Representatives on Other Bodies from May 2018

Cornwall Association of Local Councils .......................... Cllr J Martin

Events Marketing Group (with SKA).............ccoviiiinnn, Cllrs J Martin & T E Grattan-Kane

Helston & South Kerrier Community Network Panel......... Cllr J Martin

Helston & the Lizard Works. ..o, Cllr M H Thomas

Helston Christmas Lights Committee.............................. Cllr T E Grattan-Kane

Helston Community College..............coiviiiiiiiiii, Cllrs R Williams, M H Thomas, J Martin,
T E Grattan-Kane & Rev D P Reed

Helston Climate Action Group..........ccoevviiiiiiiiiiiieienns Cllrs J Martin, M H Thomas, D J Potter,
T E Grattan-Kane & M J Kenchington

Helston CIC......oii e Cllrs D J Potter & Mrs G A Geer

Helston in BIOOM..........coiiiiiii e Cllrs R Williams & R J L Boase

Helston Marketing Group...........ccooiiiiiiiiiiiie e, Cllrs J Martin, R J L Boase &
Rev D P Reed

Helston Projects Group...........cooviviiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeae Cllrs Mrs F N E Boase, T E Grattan-Kane
& Rev D P Reed

Helston Welfare Trust: Nominated Trustees ..................... Cllrs R Williams, Mrs G A Geer &
Mrs F N E Boase

Loe Pool Management Forum ...............cooiiiiiiiiiiiinn.n, Cllr R Williams

The Furry Youth Café Directorate .........................o.eel. Cllr M H Thomas

West Cornwall CCTV Group .....ooovviiiiiiiiiiieeeee Cllr M H Thomas



Attendance at meetings 2018-2019

Full Council
Number of meetings 12 Absent and_no apology
received
Cllr J Martin (Mayor) 11
Clir R Williams 12
Clir RJ L Boase 12
Clir Mrs F N E Boase 12
Clir M H Thomas 12
Clir Mrs G A Geer 9
Clir N Roberts 11
Clir D J Potter 12
Clir T E Grattan-Kane 12
Clir Rev D P Reed
Cllr R F Edgcumbe
Cllr M J Kenchington
Policy,
Committee Amenities | Planning Finance &
Resources
Number of Meetings 6 21 8
Clir J Martin (Mayor) 17 8
Clir R Williams 6
Clir RJ L Boase 17 7
Clir Mrs F N E Boase 6 8
Clir M H Thomas 6 9 of 10 7
Clir Mrs G A Geer 4 13
Clir N Roberts 15 4
Clir D J Potter 5 8
Clir T E Grattan-Kane 7
Clir Rev D P Reed 2 9
Clir R F Edgcumbe 5 20f3 4
Cllr M J Kenchington 16

11




Finance

Set out below is a summary of the Council’s accounting statements for the financial year 2018/19.

2017/18 2018/19
£ £

Balances brought forward 361,428 408,444
Annual Precept 352,740 363,890
Total other receipts 57,472 51,957
Staff costs 167,143 203,156
Loan interest / capital repayments 0 0
All other payments 196,053 238,790
Balances carried forward 408,444 382,345
Total cash & short-term investments 425,916 384,124
Total fixed assets & long-term assets 1,942,379 1,947,033
Total borrowings 0 0

During the year the Town Council gave financial support to the following organisations:-

3 (Helston) Squadron, RAF Air Cadets Helston Memory Cafe

Cornubian Arts & Science Trust Helston Town Band

Cornwall Air Ambulance Trust Helston WW1 Heritage Project

Cruse Bereavement Care Merlin MS Centre

Helford River Children’s Sailing Trust St Michael’s C of E Primary School

Helston in Bloom South Kerrier Alliance CIC

Helston — Lizard Rotary Club South Kerrier Heritage Trust (Helston Museum)
Helston Makes It The Furry Youth Cafe
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Council Activities

May 2018 was a particularly busy month for the Council. On top of its
‘normal’ business we had the following:-

e 5" May 1% Guildhall wedding

e 8" May Flora Day

e 9" May Beating the Boundaries

e 14" May Town Twinning 50" Anniversary Reception

e 15" May Mayor Choosing ceremony
e 19" May 2" Guildhall wedding

Since obtaining the license in February 2018 the Guildhall has been the

- venue for four civil weddings and to date five more are booked for 2019.
More 1nformat10n about booking a civil ceremony can be found on the Town Council’s dedicated wedding
Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/quildhallhelston/.

May also saw the Town Council host a Civic Reception for guests from Sasso Marconi to mark the 50"
Anniversary of the twinning between the two towns. The actual anniversary was 5" October and the Mayor
visited Sasso Marconi to mark the occasion. Sadly, on 14" March this year Maura Vigorelli passed away. Maura
was a stalwart supporter of twinning and worked tirelessly in Italy arranging visits and exchanges. In her
memory the Town Council and Helston & District Town Twinning Association jointly purchased a bench
located opposite the Sunken Garden in Coinage Ope.

Very topical at the moment are environmental issues such as climate change and single-use plastic pollution.
Helston is doing its bit to combat these issues locally. The Town Council has listened to the concerns of
local residents and with their assistance has created the Helston Climate Action Group (HCAG) and the
Plastic Free Helston Steering Group. The HCAG has established a number of Working Groups that that have
been meeting to contribute to an over-arching Strategy for publication in September.

The Plastic Free Helston Group has created a Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/plasticfreehelston/.
For Flora Day 2019 the Town Council requested that
street traders consider their use of single-use plastics and
members of the Plastic Free Helston Steering Group
visited each stall and awarded a certificate to those that
were plastic-free or working towards being plastic-free.
The Town Council has recycled paper and used batteries
for many years and purchases street furniture made from
recycled materials. For Flora Day, following a public vote
ratio of 4:1, the Town Council banned the sale of helium
balloons because the balloon does not break down after
use and the helium is a limited natural resource.
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In April 2018 the Council recruited its
first  Grounds/General Maintenance
Operative — lan Moore. So impressed
with Ian’s work and the public’s response,
two further Operatives were appointed this
April. The small team is responsible for
maintaining all of the Town Council’s
play areas and open spaces, three
roundabouts (and drawing up plans for the
remaining two) and St Michael’s
churchyard. The Town Council is also in
talks with Cornwall Highways about
taking over the cutting of Helston’s grass
verges. Cormac Solutions Ltd deserves a
special mention for allowing the Town
Council space in its Water Ma Trout Compound for our new vehicle and equipment.

Early 2019 saw the Council’s Amenities Committee reverse a decision due to local residents opposition to
the installation of play equipment designed for under eight year olds at Trenethick Avenue. The Committee
had agreed to the play equipment in principle and was ready to obtain designs for public consultation and
begin the process of applying for grant funding. However, the majority of nearby residents objected to the
project and following a public meeting the Committee reluctantly agreed to abandon the project.

Last year saw the Town Council create its first Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) with assistance from
Cornwall Highways and Cormac Solutions. The TRO Working Party considered a number of requests from
residents for schemes to make Helston’s roads safer for everyone. Mainly requests are for yellow lines to
prevent inconsiderate parking and to assist the view of drivers. The second tranche of improvements is
awaiting review by a Highways officer prior to going to design stage and public consultation.

Finally, resulting from an Electoral Review by the Boundary Commission for England, Helston will be losing
a Cornwall Councillor from 2021 as the total number of councillors drops from 123 to 87. From the next
elections in May 2021 Helston will have two Cornwall Councillors. Following this, Cornwall Council began
a Community Governance Review of town and parish councils. Helston Town Council has requested that the
town boundary be extended to include the HX1 residential development on the Falmouth Road and to
increase its number of councillors to 14 to help ease the loss of the Cornwall Councillor from 2021.

Mr Chris Dawson, FSLCC, MAAT
Town Clerk
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Your Town Councillors (with 2019/20 contact details)

Helston North Ward

Helston South Ward

Councillor R J L Boase

11 Cross Street, Helston, TR13 8NQ
Tel: 01326 573200 (Home)

e-mail: .boase@helston-tc.gov.uk

Committee Membership
Planning Committee (Vice Chair)
Policy, Finance and Resources Committee

Councillor M H Thomas

54 Nanscober Place, Helston, TR13 0SP
Tel: 07879 277343 (Mobile)

e-mail m.thomas@helston-tc.gov.uk
Committee Membership

Amenities Committee

Planning Committee

Policy, Finance and Resources Committee

Councillor D J Potter

Address: 49 Church Street, Helston, TR13 8NJ

Tel: 01326 562632 (Home) 07971 848442 (Mobile)
e-mail: d.potter@helston-tc.gov.uk

Committee Membership
Amenities Committee
Policy, Finance and Resources Committee

Councillor Reverend D P Reed
Address: 2 Parc Ledden, Helston, TR13 8NB
Tel: 01326 572303 (Home)

e-mail: d.reed@helston-tc.gov.uk

Committee Membership
Amenities Committee
Planning Committee

Councillor M J Kenchington

Address: 14 Tremenheere Avenue,

Helston, TR13 8SY

Tel: 01326 561056 (Home) 07903 442239 (Mobile)
e-mail: m.kenchington@helston-tc.gov.uk
Committee Membership

Planning Committee (Chair)

Councillor R Williams
21 Beacon Parc, Helston, TR13 8AL
Tel: 01326 572179 (Home)

Committee Membership
Amenities Committee

Councillor J Martin (Town Mayor)

Stevens Cottage, Godolphin Cross,

Helston, TR13 9QY

Tel: 01736 763814 (Home) 07494 687288 (Mobile)
e-mail: .martin@helston-tc.gov.uk

Committee Membership

Planning Committee

Policy, Finance and Resources Committee

Councillor Mrs G A Geer

Address: 4 Meneage Street, Helston, TR13 8AB
Tel: 01326 554330 (Home) 07974 817520 (Mobile)
e-mail: g.geer@helston-tc.gov.uk

Committee Membership
Amenities Committee

Planning Committee

Councillor T E Grattan-Kane

Tel: 07747 866201 (Mobile)
e-mail_t.grattan-kane@helston-tc.gov.uk

Committee Membership
Policy, Finance and Resources Committee

Councillor R F Edgcumbe
Address: 1 Penberthy Road, Helston, TR13 8AS
Tel: 01326 561392 (Home) 07969 743264 (Mobile)

Committee Membership
Amenities Committee
Policy, Finance and Resources Committee

Helston West Ward

Councillor Mrs F N E Boase
11 Cross Street, Helston, TR13 8NQ
Tel: 01326 573200 (Home)

e-mail: n.boase@helston-tc.gov.uk

Committee Membership
Amenities Committee

Policy, Finance and Resources Committee
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Councillor Mrs N Roberts

Tel: 07889 191514 (Mobile)
e-mail: n.roberts@helston-tc.gov.uk

Committee Membership
Planning Committee
Policy, Finance and Resources Committee




