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Motcombe Parish Council 
Minutes of the Annual General meeting, Annual Parish Meeting and Subsequent Monthly Meeting of the Parish Council held at the Main Hall, Motcombe Village Hall
On Tuesday 12th of May 2026 at 6.30pm

Present: Cllr L Stacey, Cllr P Mouncey, Cllr R Craigmile and Cllr J Odell
					
In attendance: Mrs N Phillips (Parish Clerk)
There were 8 members attended and Keri from This is Alfred 
Keri Jones from This is Alfred confirmed they are going to record the meeting.

Annual Parish Meeting

1.  Retiring Chairman to convene the meeting.

2.  Annual reported of the local organisations.
Mr David Scully tabled a report from Motcombe Village Hall Committee.  The full report can be seen on the Parish Council’s website or a copy obtained by the Clerk.
The Garden Club sent their apologies.

3.  Any relevant matters arising.
No matters arising from the public.

At this point the Annual Parish Meeting was closed

Annual Parish Council Meeting

26/01. Election of Chairman and signing of Declaration of Office.
Cllr Mouncey nominated Cllr Stacey for Chairman for Motcombe Parish Council for 2026-2027, this was seconded by Cllr Craigmile, all other members in favour. Cllr Stacey agreed and signed the declaration of office.
RESOLVED: for Cllr Stacey for Chairman for Motcombe Parish Council 2026-2027 (26/01– no budgetary allocation required).

26/02. To receive and accept apologies of absence.
Cllr Rogers, Cllr Dunlop and Dorset Councillors Cllr Ridout, Cllr Woode and Cllr Pothecary sent their apologies.

26/03. Election of Vice Chairman and signing of Declaration of Office.
Cllr Stacey nominated Cllr Mouncey for Vice-Chairman for Motcombe Parish Council for 2026-2027, this was seconded by Cllr Craigmile, all members in favour.  Cllr Mouncey agreed and signed the declaration of office.
RESOLVED: for Cllr Mouncey for Vice-Chairman for Motcombe Parish Council for 2026-2027 (26/03, no budgetary allocation required)

26/04. Declaration of Interest and Dispensations.
There were none.

26/05. To confirm that having met the conditions of eligibility as defined in the Localism Act 2011 and SI 965 The Parish Councils (General Power of Competence) (Prescribed Conditions) Order 2012 will be agreed. The Clerk confirmed that the Parish Council do have enough elected Councillors on the Parish Council to be eligible for the GPC for this financial year.
To confirm there have been no changes to the adopted policies and procedures. The Clerk confirmed that the adopted policies and procedures have been checked and no changes required from the last 12 months.  A new IT policy has been produced and circulated for approval.  Cllr Stacey proposed to adopt the new IT policy, and this was seconded by Cllr Mouncey, all in favour.
	RESOVLED to adopt the new IT policy for 2026 (26/05 no budgetary provision required)
Cllr Stacey proposed to confirm the above, this was seconded by Cllr Mouncey, all members in favour.    
RESOLVED: that the Parish Council did meet the conditions of eligibility and there have been no updates on the policies and procedures adopted in the past 12 months, with exception to the new IT policy.  (26/05 no budgetary allocations required). 
       
26/06.  Approve minutes from AGM dated the 13th of May 2025.
Cllr Mouncey proposed the minutes from the AGM dated the 13th of May 2025, this was seconded by Cllr Stacey all members in favour. The minutes were duly signed by the Chairman.
RESOLVED to approve the minutes from AGM 13th of May 2025 (26/06 – no budgetary provision required)

26/07.  Approval of annual accounts and governance statement
The Clerk tabled the following: 
· The annual governance statement 2025/26
· The end of year accounting statements 2025/26
· The Asset Register and Risk Assessment 2025/26
· The Internal Audit report
· The Bank reconciliation 2025/26
· Notice of public rights 2025/2026
The Internal Audit has been completed and there were no actions.
All other relevant forms that will be sent to the external auditor/
The Councillors all confirmed there were no conflicts of interest with DBO LLP
It was proposed by Cllr Stacey to agree the governance statement and document as above, this was seconded by Cllr Mouncey, all member agreed.  The Chairman signed the relevant forms.
RESOLVED: To agree the above items for the audit year ending 2025-2026 (26/07 – accounts)

26/08.  To agreed officers’ roles for 2026/2027
Due to the numbers of Councillors present being low, this item will be deferred to the Parish Council meeting on the 9th of June 2026.

At this point the Chairman closed the AGM and opened the Monthly Meeting 

There was a 3-minute public consultation period at the beginning of the meeting where the public can raise issues and concerns to the attention of the Council.  

Nothing was raised.

26/09.  Approve minutes from the 14th of April 2026
Cllr Odell proposed the minutes were a true and accurate record of the meeting, these were seconded by Cllr Craigmile and duly signed by the Chairman.
RESOLVED: to approve the minutes from the 14th of April 2026. (209 – no budgetary provision required)
Matters arising from the said meeting:
· Update on action list – the Clerk tabled the action list and asked Councillors to consider items that need to be added to the list to be actioned or discussed at the Parish Council meeting in on the 9th of June 2026
Some items that were added at the meeting, was to request that the white lines on the junction at the top of Elm Hill, towards the Coppelridge are renewed and also a request for roundels to be painted saying STOP, as this junction is becoming dangerous.  Other items will be added to the list before the next meeting.
· Update on vegetation screening at Furn Brook Solar Farm/Low carbon.  Cllr Mouncey confirmed that as well as the Clerk, he has not received a response to date.  This will be monitored and the Clerk will continue to chase Low carbon for a definitive answer, as this is a planning condition.  The Clerk will also ask for an update of when the Parish Council will receive the first payment for the agreed Community Benefit fund.

26/10. Co-option for new Councillor.
At this point the Chairman announced the resignation as Councillor from Franchesca Burney.  Franchesca worked hard with Cllr Craigmile and the relevant organisation on behalf of the Parish regarding flooding matters.  The Chairman send thanks to Franchesca for her voluntary work on the Parish Council.
The Chairman pointed out that the Parish Council now have five vacancies for Councillors.  He will emphasise on this in his report later in the meeting.
A member of the public expressed his interest, but as he has not yet lived in the Parish for 12 months, will continue to attend the Parish Council meetings until the 12 months have passed.

26/11. Review of the working group recommendations:
P/VOC/2026/02073 - Land east of Lidl Christys Lane - Erect 41 No. retirement apartments -No objection.
It was noted that the complaint from residents regarding unapproved building works on land near North End has been forwarded to Dorset Councils enforcement team.
The Parish Council have not yet received a new planning application for the Land along Turn Pike.  Due to the first refusal on this application in December 2025, the applicants have 6 months to appeal or re-apply a new application.  This will be monitored.

26/12.  Officers’ reports and Chairman’s reports.
Chairmans report: 
Thank all Councillor for giving up some of their unpaid time to represent the Parish as Councillors and thanked the Clerk for her continued work and support keeping the Parish Council running legally and transparently.  The Chairman also thanked those that support the Village Hall, Village Shop and the Neighbourhood Development Plan group.  The NDP Committee have volunteered to update the existing Neighbourhood Plan for the Parish, as a document to provide resilience for future development in the Parish.  Cllr Craigmile and Cllr Dunlop are also volunteers on this group. The Parish Council have allocated grant funds towards this project, but due to the complexity of the document, professional persons are having to be paid for, so they have produced a fund-raising page to try and cover these costs.  
It was noted that in the past 12 months, there have been some controversial matter, where there have been up to 120 residents of the Parish attend.  Unfortunately, at meeting where day to day matters are discussed, the numbers are reduced to an average of 6, which seem to be the same people.  The Chairman thanked those that regularly attend the meetings as it is necessary for residents to know what is facing the Parish Council at any one time.
As noted earlier, the Parish Council have 5 Councillor vacancies.  It is so important to have more than 5 Councillors representing the Council, to ensure that meetings are legal, by the number of Councillors attending the meeting, otherwise proposals cannot be approved.  The more Councillors the Parish Council have the more that can be done for the Parish.  So, if you have a few hours spare a week and would like to give something back to your Parish, please contact the Clerk for more information.  One of the main actions for 2026/2027 is to encourage new Councillors to join the Paris Council.
Other organisations within the village also have a lack of volunteers, Village Hall, Village Shop, Speed watch, ect.  Without the support from resident of the Parish, these great services could decline.
Cllr Odell reported the following
· Has a volunteer to help with painting the phone box.  There is an issue with accessing the rear of the phone box due to neighbouring hedge, this will be resolved to enable access to the read of the phone box.
· Has been attending the Village Hall Committee meetings but had nothing to add to the report given by David Scully.
Cllr Mouncey reported the following
· The safety fencing has been erected in the Meadows.
· The Parish Council have now added grass cutting around the Allotments to their grass cutting contract.
· Concern have been raised of youth building dens in the Meadows within a plantation area.  The meadows is firstly a wildlife area, that also welcomes people to enjoy.  The main concern is for the welfare of the wild animals that live in the plantations and also the safety of the children building the dens, as they have been digging areas and using metal covering to build their dens.  The Parish Council want to encourage children to play in the Meadow, but to try and not disturb the wildlife.  The Clerk will investigate this matter further. 
Action – Clerk
· Reported that there has not been any agreement for the grass cutting in the Meadows for this year.  In the past a local farmer would come and cut the grass and use it for animal feed or bedding.  Cllr Mouncey proposed to contact Mr Lever to obtain a quote for cutting and mulching the grass, this was agreed.  This is not the best action for the Meadows, as the grass needs to be taken away, to keep the ecological balance and prevent the overgrowth of coarse grasses and weeds.  The grass needs to be cut mid-July, so if you are interest in cutting the grass (makes around 61 bails of good quality feed/bedding) please contact the Clerk or Cllr Mouncey.
· It is nice to see that by having the hedge laid, it has encouraged flowers to grow.
· Reported that the footpath network from North End back to the village has had significant works completed by Dorset Council rangers.  Other footpaths need to be looked and an actions completed by the rangers, which have been reported.  The Parish Council have a service level agreement with Dorset Council to keep the bridle way clear, from the Meadows to the Coppleridge.
Cllr Craigmile reported the following:
· Continue to request works from Dorset Council for works to the roads at Willow Way, it the previous Highways Officer stated that it was on a schedule for 2024 to be re-surfaced.  This will be followed up to ensure it is still on a work schedule with Dorset Council.
· Other reports of potholes ect, have been responded to withing weeks by Dorset Council, which is a great improvement.
· 
26/13.  To receive report from Dorset Council representatives
Dorset Councillors full reports that have been sent via email, will be available on the Parish Council’s website or a copy obtained from the Clerk.
  
26/14. Finance
To agree: Payment Schedule
The Clerk tabled the payment schedule for April 2026 for the sum of £6068.11 details listed below: 
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It was proposed by Cllr Mouncey and seconded by Cllr Stacey that the bills on the schedule be paid, all in favour.      	
RESOLVED: to pay the bills on the schedule above (26/14 – accounts)
Cllr Rogers had confirmed by email the bank reconciliation.
       
26/15. Clerk Report 
An email has been circulated to Councillor from a resident raising concerns over the safety of Calves Lane in Motcombe.  Some of this area is also covered by Shaftesbury Town Council, who agreed to discuss it at their planning meeting on the 5th of May 2026.  It was agreed for the Clerk to discuss this with Shaftesbury Cllr Beer what actions Shaftesbury Town Council have agreed too and to bring any proposals to the Parish Council on the 9th of June 2026.
The Clerk received a call from a resident living at North End, asking the Parish Council to request some kind of traffic calming, as this road has got busier and as there is no pavement area, the Children are forced to walk on the road to get the school bus or just access to the Village Shop.  This was agreed by all Councillors.
An email received raising concerns again over the overgrown head along the walkway before the church.  The Clerk confirmed that a new Highways Officer for the Parish has been appointed by Dorset Council.  The Clerk will contact him to arrange a meeting in the village, to discuss the matter of hedges, roads ect.  In the meantime, the Clerk will send a letter asking the resident to cut the hedge back.  The issue is that the nesting season does not finish until the end of August, but hedges can be managed if there is a health and safety issue.  

26/16.  Items for next agenda and date of next meeting
Co-option for Councillor – Calves Lane




The next Parish Council meeting will be held on TUESDAY the 9th of June 2026 at 7pm at the Pavilion, Motcombe Village Hall. There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 19.30.

Signed by the Chairman…………………….............................................
Website - www.motcombeparishcouncil.org.uk
Email – motcombepc@motcombeparishcouncil.org.uk
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Name Category

 Expense 

Amount 

 Income 

Dorset Council  Precept 23,000.00 £ 

Nicola Phillips so Clerks wages April 1,429.98 £       

Information Comm office Data protection sub 47.00 £             

Lloyds bank dd monthly sub cost 4.25 £               

HMRC dd  Paye/Ni/Tax March 379.10 £           

Neighbourhood plan income Income for NDP 50.00 £         

N Phillips Clerks expenses April 68.49 £             

HMRC dd  Paye/Ni/Tax April 339.91 £           

Viking Direct Stationery  234.32 £           

Vision ICT website host  259.61

Zurich Insurance insurance 818.18 £           

DAPTC Annual Sub 753.56 £           

Alfie Burt  Grass cutting cont 1458 441.66 £           

Motcombe Memorail Hall Hall Hire 36.85 £             

Nest Pension  180.00 £           

Hindon Fencing and Sawmill Ltd Safety fencing MM 1,075.20 £       

Total for April 2026  £       6,068.11 
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