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  Motcombe Parish Council 
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held at Motcombe Village Hall, The Pavillion
On Tuesday the 21st of July 2026 at 7.00pm
The minutes are not Verbatim
Present:     Cllr L Stacey – Chairman, Cllr P Mouncey – Vice Chairman, Cllr S Rogers, Cllr W Dunlop

In attendance: Mrs N Phillips (Parish Clerk), There were 8 members of the public.  Dorset Councillors C Woode and V Pothecary
This is Alfred will be recording the meeting.

Public consultation period.
The following points were raised:
· Has there been any update on a new or appeal for planning permission for the Land along Turnpike.  Cllr Dunlop reported that there has been no updates on Dorset Councils planning portal.  The Clerk confirmed that this matter has been sent to Dorset Council enforcement team, for their investigation and for them to report back to the Parish Council. An enforcement officer had suggested to a local resident that if an appeal is submitted, Dorset Council would be minded taking due consideration for travellers, the question of why consideration should be given, if the original application was refused and what action will Dorset Council take to make sure the site is made good back to a green field. The Clerk will forward these comments to the enforcement officer.					              Action - Clerk
· A question of why the 20MPH project for some areas in the village have not been progressed, this matter having been first discussed some years ago.  The Clerk confirmed that in previous years, Dorset Council did not support the 20MPH schemes and the Parish Council agreed to work with the Neighbourhood Development team to arrange a public consultation to discuss the updated Neighbourhood Development Plan including any proposal for 20MPH areas within the village.  The Clerk suggested that if residents wish  the Parish Council to re-visit the proposal for 20MPH areas, that the village need to support it, by providing evidence via a petition.  Without the support of the local residents, Dorset Council would not consider an application.
· A request for a zebra crossing outside the village hall was tabled.  The Clerk stated that before the Parish Council can put forward a request to Dorset Council, they will require evidence that the residents of the Parish are in support of this.  Again, by providing a signed petition, the Parish Council can then request a crossing.  It was also reported that Dorset Council only approve 2 applications a year from Town or Parish Council’s and they have a large waiting list.
· Mr Nick Green introduced himself as the new Chairman of the Allotment Association.  It was noted that all of the allotment’s plots are being used and there are a few on the waiting list.


26/27. To receive and accept apologies of absence.
Cllr Odell, Cllr Craigmile and Dorset Councillors Cllr B Ridout sent their apologies.

26/28. Declaration of Interest and Dispensations.
There were none

26/29. Co-option for new Councillor
There were none

26/30.  To agree the minutes of the Parish Council meeting dated the 9th of June 2026
Cllr Mouncey proposed the Minutes of the 9th of June 2026 are a true record of account, this was seconded by Cllr Dunlop , all in favour. The Chairman signed the minutes.
RESOLVED: to agree the minutes of the 9th of June 2026 (26/30, no budgetary requirements) 
Matters arising:
To update matters regarding Calves Lane – the Clerk confirmed that the concerns raised at the meeting of the 9th of June 2026, regarding the speeding traffic and new created access along the lane for caravans to enter a site, was passed on to Dorset Council Planning enforcement team and Highways for their action.  The Clerk confirmed they have acknowledged the email and will have a meeting in August with the new Highways Officer to discuss what can be done to improve the safety along Calves Lane.
At this point standing orders were removed to allow the public to speak
To discuss matters raised over the increase in road collisions on the A30 Sherborne Causeway – The Clerk had tabled an email from a local resident, highlighting the increase of road traffic collisions.  The Clerk has requested that the Road Safety officer and Highways look at this area to discuss ways to improve safety.  This has been acknowledged by Dorset Council and the Clerk will discuss this matter in more detail at the meeting with the Highways Officer in August.  The Clerk also reported that if anyone sees a near miss or collision on the roads, to report them directly to Dorset Council using the following link, https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/news/tell-us-about-small-collisions-or-near-misses-to-help-us-target-road-improvements.  The more reports Dorset Council receive, the more they can allocate funds to improve the safety of the road.  The police do not always report road traffic incidents to Dorset Council which does not help Dorset Council when requests from Parish or Town Council are put forward, as they need evidence there is a problem to support any request.  It was also noted that a Back Spot sign had been removed off the A350, which Dorset Council deny is theirs.  The Clerk will ask the question of why it was removed.		Action - Clerk
As this point a member of the public raised the concerns, previously made regarding his personal complaint sent to Dorset Council regarding their Highways Department concerning the proposal for the Biodigester at Wessex Farm.  It was noted that they reported back that they had not been invited to attend any of the Parish or Town meetings, where the application was to be discussed.  The Clerk confirmed that it is not normal for the Parish Council to invite officers from Dorset Council Highways team or Planning team to their meetings.  The Chaiman agreed that in the future, if there is a large planning application, which could affect the traffic/road, the Parish Council will ask Dorset Council to attend.  Cllr C Woode reported that there are legal reasons why officers from departments at Dorset Council do not normally attend Town or Parish Councils meetings when discussing Planning Applications.  The Chairman confirmed that the Parish Council will send a response to Dorset Council once more details from the resident has been received.
Standing orders were re-instated
To discuss the consultation from Dorset Council regarding their proposal for reducing the speed limits. Dorset Council had circulated a consultation on proposals for reduced speed limits along section or entire lengths of various roads in Gillingham, Motcombe and Shaftesbury.  The Parish Council will send a response of support to their proposals. 									Action - Clerk

26/31.  Report from Dorset Council Councillors.
Dorset Councillors reports can be viewed on the website or a copy obtained from the Clerk.  
The main items raised were as follows:
· A meeting is arranged for Thursday the 23rd of July, with officers from local authorities at Gillingham Rivers mead Leisure Centre.  The meeting is to look at ways to support the Leisure Centre.
· Dorset Council new Chief Executive will be visiting Gillingham, where it is hoped local Parish and Town Council Chairman’s will be invited to meet the Chief Executive.  The agenda has not been set for this meeting yet, which is to be held on the 25th of August.
· The three months Dorset Council rights of way improvement plan consultation is under way.  Please have your say using the following link. https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/countryside-coast-parks/rights-of-way. 

26/32.  Finance
To approve the payments for June 2026. Details listed below:
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It was proposed by Cllr Rogers and seconded by Cllr Mouncey to approve the payments on the schedule for June 2026 for the sum of £3569.09 all in favour.     
RESOLVED: the payments for June 2026 (26/32 – current account)
The bank reconciliation was agreed.

26/33.  Planning – review of working group recommendations
P/VOC/2026/03519 - East Coppleridge Farm - Demolition of the existing agricultural buildings, erection of 1no. detached dwelling & associated works – duly noted
P/CLE/2026/01678 – Land at St E 386391 N 124560, Thanes Lane, change of use appeal – the Parish Council had previously not objected to this application, so their decision still stands, no objection.
P/HOU/2026/03500 – Senlac, Frog Lane – Erect carport – No objection.

26/34.  Chairmans report.
The Chairman highlighted the strength of community spirit in Motcombe after a fire in a house at Red House Farm Close, local residents have supported the family. Credit to those who helped and Council members expressed sympathy for the family.

26/35.  Councillors Reports:
Cllr Mouncey reported the following: 
· The article on the history of the Meadows should be published in the next issue of the Villager. Many thanks for the comments from Councillors meaning that the final version being published contains amendments to the original draft.
· The Rangers have been nudged to undertake the spring clearance of the bridleway from New Lane to the Coppleridge, under the Service Level Agreement we have with them for maintenance in spring & autumn.
· Await a date when the Meadows fields will be cut. The areas to be protected are already taped off and the health & safety signs are ready to be put up when a start date is confirmed. Regular contact with Peter Cooper about progress as he still undertakes the annual survey of butterflies & moths.

26/36.  Clerk’s report and additional correspondence.
· Dorset Council have painted the roundels at North End.  A member of the pubic had rang the office to thank the Council for requesting this.
· Vision ICT are working on a design and estimate to upgrade the Parish Council website.
· Dorst Council have agreed to paint Slow signs at the junction heading towards the Coppleridge and repainting the faded lines, along with replacing the missing 30MPH sign, that Cllr Odell requested.
· Have requested that the Villager publish the Children’s drawings, Welcome to Motcombe. 
· A notice to remind residents to cut their hedges back, is being published in the villager.  A letter has been produced, which will be delivered min August to properties with overgrown hedges encroaching the roads or footpaths.
· The  land owner concerned has been contacted requesting they manage their hedges and trees along Shorts Green Lane.
· Will be arranging a meeting with Kyron Spicer, Dorset Council Highways Officer, in August, to go through outstanding and new matters regarding the highways in the Parish.

26/37.  Items for the next meeting’s agenda and date of next meeting – Matters arising from this meeting – Co-option for new Councillors


The Parish Council meeting will be held on TUESDAY the 8th of September 2026 at 7pm in the Pavilion at Motcombe Village Hall. There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 19.50pm

Signed by the Chairman…………………….............................................
Website - www.motcombeparishcouncil.org.uk
Email – motcombepc@motcombeparishcouncil.org.uk
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Name Category

 Expense 

Amount 

 Income 

Nicola Phillips soClerks wages June 1,429.98 £       

N Phillips Clerk exp inc back pay - Tax 466.91 £           

Motcombe 

Memorail Hall Hall Hire 36.85 £             

Vision ICT Hosted email jul 26 Jun 27 216.00 £           

Rapid Accounts Internal Audit 360.00 £           

Alfie Burt  Grass cutting 1493 441.66 £           

Nest Clerk pension 160.80 £           

Donation for NDPNDP 2,371.68 £   

Lloyds bank dd Bank charges 4.25 £               

HMRC dd  paye/ni/tax May 479.64 £           

Total June   £       3,596.09 
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